S T U DY G U I D E

This small booklet is a companion to our series following Easter. The ideas for this series are
based on an excellent book by Christopher J. H. Wright, “The Old Testament in Seven
Sentences”, published by IVP in 2019. This mini-study can be used for individual or group
purposes.
Many Christians struggle to understand the Old Testament and easily lose heart and give up
reading what was the Bible for the early church. Many authors have offered ways that modern
Christians can engage with the Old Testament and grasp the meta-narrative and themes that
the New Testament brings to completion. The approach is deliberately simple. Using Wright’s
basic backbone, we will explore seven significant texts in the Old Testament, whilst getting
acquainted with the styles of writing the authors used, and then see how they are fulfilled
through Jesus in the New Testament. Our hope and prayer is that you will see things fitting
together and understand the continuity of the whole Bible.
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sentence one
Genesis 1:1
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
CREATION
The first sentences of the Bible reveal that everything that exists came into existence at God’s
command and was ordered and declared good by God the Creator. The crowning act of creation
was God’s creation of human beings, made in His image and likeness, male and female. This act
resulted in God’s declaration that all He had made was “very good”. The creation of human
beings made in God’s image, set within and over the created order under the authority of a
personal and eternal God, sets the stage for everything that flows through the rest of God’s word.
In only a matter of three chapters we discover human beings asserting their own will against the
Lord and plunging themselves and the future race into sin and death. What had been very good
was now shattered and decaying.
Read John 1:1-3
This sounds strangely familiar. In fact, it sounds like a prelude to Genesis 1. John is revealing that
Jesus, or the Word, was actually the co-creator of everything that exists and entered His own
creation as a creature, a human being, to reveal God to us and bring about a new birth into a new
creation for a new humanity. The cataclysmic consequences of the first human’s disobedience will
be reversed and the rupture between heaven and earth will be healed when God makes all things
new in a new heaven and a new earth.
See Ephesians 1:9-10; Colossians 1:19; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Revelation 21:1-5.
Question
Do you think our modern world fully grasps the extent of what Christians refer to as “the fall”?

sentence two
Genesis 12:3
“All peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
ABRAHAM
In relatively quick fashion Genesis focuses on one man, Abraham (or Abram as he was known at
first). Of all the people living at the time, God simply chooses Abraham to be the starting point of
His great plan of salvation for all people. That choice is not due to any merit on Abraham’s part but
rests with God’s faithfulness to keep His promises. Abraham became an example of faith and
patience for generations of believers. From Abraham’s offspring a nation would be formed, the
Hebrews (aka, the Israelites). The promise God made to Abraham was formalised in a covenant - a
binding agreement initiated by God. Despite opposition, persecution, rebellion and countless
failures, a descendant of Abraham would be born who would bring blessing to all the nations and
ethnic groups in God’s creation.
Read Galatians 3:7-9, 13-14
God made Abraham a promise despite Abraham’s circumstances being against him. Abraham had
faith that God could do what He said, even if it meant raising the dead. This same blessing has
come to fulfilment in Jesus Christ and through him it has been given to all who have faith in Jesus.
See Romans 3:28-4:25; Acts 3:24-26.
Questions
Why was ‘turning each of you from your wicked ways’ a blessing?
What are some of the many expressions of the blessing God has given us through Jesus?
See Ephesians 1:3-8.

sentence three
Exodus 20:2
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Eg ypt, out of
the land of slavery.”
EXODUS
Many years after Abraham’s descendants had become the people known as the Israelites, they
found themselves living as slaves in Egypt. God had told Abraham this would happen. The Exodus
story is the most important event in Israel’s history. It is celebrated, retold at Passover, discussed
and studied to this day. By mighty acts of power, God rescued the people to whom He had given a
promise. They were helpless, but God redeemed them. Through their simple trust, God proved
who He was to them. God doesn’t change and so God’s people could always expect that God
would rescue them again if necessary. After God redeemed them, He gave them laws by which
they could continue living in the covenant relationship He had made with them at Mt. Sinai. The
law was not given as a condition of their salvation but after He saved them out of Egypt.
Read Matthew 26:17-29
Reading the Old Testament repeatedly shows that Israel failed to live faithfully in relationship to
the Lord. There was nothing wrong with the law, the problem was with the people. The law however was only ever a shadow and pointer to the complete redemption that was to come in Jesus.
See Romans 8:1-4; Titus 3:4-7.
Questions
Why is the word “redemption” used as one of several synonyms for salvation?
Why did Jesus choose Passover as the time when he would be crucified?
What was he demonstrating by his choice of the timing?

sentence four
1 Samuel 13:14
“The Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed
him ruler of his people.”
DAVID
The history books of the Old Testament (Joshua through to Esther) record the drama of God’s
people Israel in the land He gave them. They possessed the land, lived in it, lost some of it, then
the Lord exiled them from it and later a small remnant returned to start over again. The small
kingdom of Israel was to be an example and “light” showing off a King-people relationship. The
kingdom was an important expression of God’s rule. King David is the dominant human character
because he received a promise from God guaranteeing a dynasty and that one of his descendants
would sit on the throne and rule forever as God’s King. Before David became king, he was an
overlooked shepherd boy in his family. When King Saul failed, God had already chosen David to
succeed him. David had a passion for God and though imperfect, he was faithful to God. David
was Israel’s most popular king and under his leadership, Jerusalem and the temple were established (although the building of the temple was completed by Solomon). But Israel grew complacent and forgot their part of the agreement, living with a false sense of privilege. The history books
end with the sad fact that Jerusalem was destroyed and no descendant of David was on the
throne. God’s people remain scattered amongst the nations and other powers rule over the land
of promise.
Read Acts 13:16-25
Paul quotes our fourth sentence in his preaching at a synagogue. The promise to David had not
failed even after centuries of silence. Jesus was often referred to as the “Son of David”, confirming
the importance of his natural lineage and rightful place to be God’s King. Everything that was
foreshadowed in David’s kingship was to be fulfilled in Jesus the Messiah. Jesus didn’t come as a
military leader and made it clear that his kingdom was not of this world. But Jesus preached the
kingdom of God as being present in himself and urged people to enter that kingdom through
repentance and faith.
See Mark 1:11 and Psalm 2:7; 2 Timothy 2:8; Romans 1:3-4; 15:12.
Questions
How do we reconcile the statements that the kingdom is “here” and the kingdom is “not of this
world”?
In what ways are David and Jesus similar and not similar?

sentence five
Micah 6:8
“What does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love
mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”
PROPHETS
The prophets arose in prominence as Israel drifted further from God. They were like preaching
poets with messages spoken in the Name of the Lord reminding the kings, the priests and the
people about their obligations to their God. The majority of the messages are like a prosecutor’s
speech, although there are some beautiful reminders of God’s willingness to forgive and restore
their fortunes. Most of the prophets also spoke messages to other nations who were attacking
Israel and Judah reminding them that God is the judge of all nations. We often find it hard to read
through the prophets because we don’t understand the context of their messages. The prophets
were simply reminding the people of what the law of God had already required and the consequences of any violations. God’s law, like the ten commandments, could be broken into two
categories: laws that governed their relationship with God; and laws that applied to their relationships with others. The prophets often directed their comments to the way the people were treating each other. Oppression of the poor, exploitation of the weak, unethical business practices and
immorality were symptoms of a society that had fallen far from God’s grace and into the worship of
other gods.
Read Matthew 22:34-40
Jesus was considered a prophet by many of his contemporaries because of his signs and wonders. His ministry was similar in so many ways as he spoke on God’s behalf. He challenged the
religious elite and foreign powers and called people to live faithfully for God. Jesus was more than
a prophet however, because he declared that the Old Testament Scriptures point to himself (John
5:39-40), and that he was the revelation of God to Israel (John 6:44-47). Like most of the prophets,
he suffered rejection and even death but by his death and resurrection he coloured in the many
unfinished pictures given centuries before.
See Hebrews 1:1-4; Romans 13:8-10; 1 John 4:19-21.
Questions
Why did the prophets often use vivid images or unusual behaviour when they communicated?
Can you think of some Old Testament prophecies that were obscure to the people but made clear
through Jesus?

sentence six
Psalm 23:1
“The Lord is my Shepherd.”
PSALMS AND WISDOM
We all have our favourite “playlist” taken from the hymn book of Israel or some catchy phrase from
the wisdom books that we call upon in moments of trouble. Although some parts of these books
are difficult to understand, they provided a rich resource for God’s people to use in worship
communally or individually. The wisdom books stressed the centrality of the fear of the Lord as the
basis for wise living, whether in business, politics, family or leisure. If there was a need to mourn,
to celebrate, to recall historic victories, to pray humbly or praise loudly, the Psalms provided the
medium to do so. Various authors contributed their inspired prayers, but none more so than David.
David saw the Lord as a perfect heavenly example of his own youthful occupation as a shepherd.
It was not unusual for God’s people to perceive themselves as sheep whom God cared for like a
shepherd. One of the greatest things about the Psalms and Wisdom is that we can have a connection with some of the same things that are expressed even though we live centuries apart. Our
world is still waiting for healing, restoration, hope and meaning. Everyday we face situations with
conflicting issues requiring wisdom and everyday we find opportunities to pray and praise.
Read John 10:7-18
Jesus revealed himself to his followers as the Good Shepherd. Unlike the many false shepherds
who had exploited the people of Israel and failed them, Jesus was going to defend his people with
own life. He would fulfill every expectation articulated in Psalm 23, start to finish. His people would
recognise his voice above all other voices and obey him. It is God’s voice we hear in the words of
Jesus and conveyed to us now through the ministry of the Spirit in God’s word.
Questions
See Psalm 95:1-11
How do verses 1-7 relate to the rest of the Psalm?
Hebrews 13:20-21
Can you see how the Lord has been a shepherd in your own life?

sentence seven
Isaiah 52:7
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the One who
brings good news.”
GOSPEL
The word ‘gospel’ comes from an old English word meaning “good news”. When Israel was exiled
and scattered amongst the nations, they longed for some good news. Far away from their home
land with only infrequent reports of how things were ‘back home’, they hoped that one day things
would change. Some of them had compromised and bowed to the gods, some had resorted to
false hopes and others simply had their faith turned inside out. It’s hard to imagine just how dark
and devastated they must have felt unless you have experienced something remotely like it. In
such circumstances people can lose their faith for a while or at the least, turn inward and hide their
faith. Some of the prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Micah had foreseen a time when the
people’s fortunes would change and Israel would be restored in its kingdom and God’s glory
would be on display as He always intended it to be. Their shame and disgrace, their humiliation
and defeat would be forgotten. The signal for such a restoration would be the words of a God sent
messenger. Their feet would carry them to the heights calling for a return, in tones and words of
peace. Their feet had carried them into distant lands, chained to others, and mocked by their
oppressors. Would a messenger really come with good news? It’s with this picture that the Old
Testament closes, with a growing expectation that such a messenger is the next big thing.
Read Isaiah 52:7-10; Luke 2:8-14 and Romans 1:16-17.
The coming of Jesus, his death and resurrection, was understood by the disciples as the breaking
in of God’s rule in human history. Jesus had defeated the powers of sin and death. Israel’s spiritual
exile had ended, a new exodus had begun for people of every tribe and tongue. On the day of
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out on those who were to be witnesses to Jesus. Generations of witnesses have followed pointing to the coming kingdom revealed in Jesus Christ through
signs, words and deeds.
See Mark 16:15; Acts 13:26-39; Matthew 4:23; Mark 1:1
Questions
In what ways can we recover the truth that the message we have as Christians is both “good”
and “news”?
What challenges do we face?

